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1. Why is it so important to confront our own sinfulness BEFORE we can fully embrace salvation?  In your life, do you have a tendency to view yourself as a horrible sinner, almost hopeless, or is your tendency to think you’re not too bad, especially compared to others?  Regardless how you naturally see yourself, how does the objective diagnosis from Romans make you feel?
1. How do you feel about the fact that Paul is so clear that there is nothing you can do about your sin problem?  Do you find that frustrating or do you find it an overwhelming relief?
1. Do you agree that we have had a tendency to see “the gospel” as a fairy tale story rather than an actual, objective act in time?  Which of Paul’s three metaphors (courtroom, slavery, sacrificial ritual) resonates most with you?  
1. The concept of redemption (slavery metaphor) assumes we have all been enslaved to something (sin).  At your own comfort level discuss what freedom you have found in Christ.
1. Big Question:  We speak a lot about what we are saved “from.”  What do you believe you have been saved “for?”

